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Chapter 1:  How does it feel to be Black and Poor?
  
The important part of the Sudhir’s account becomes made of the social geography of Chicago.  The African American set of neighborhood which is wealth and large enough for the research.  This division between the projects and the university will be the most important part of the narrative of Sudhir.   In the book, Professor Wilson will be a steady person and will not show to be overwhelming.   This professor will come in the scene as an advisor to Sudhir.  He advises Sudhir about his research that it needed some adjustments.   Sudhir’s observations also were in need of being reigned in in-order to fit in the researcher laws of reporting.  The professor was only an advisor but let Sudhir to perform the rest of the research and this made the professor proud of Sudhir.   Between the years 1960s and 1980s sudhir got an opportunity offered by Charlie and old time that enabled him reflect on the political and social changes that had taken place in the south side. 
The question that Sudhir deals with is whether the race relations in Chicago has ever changed and if yes, what are the race relations today.   Sudhir uses questionnaire to do the research where he makes it seem like no one in the university has ever had a talk to anyone in the low income neighborhood.  This was difficult for the people from this poor society to give a positive response for how does it feel to be poor.  The young men responded in a way that they gave the light concerning the academic cluelessness of the Sudhir’s   questionnaire. Though the questions Sudhir uses are strange and impossible to get the answers, this young men make the environment secure for Sudhir and hence they do not harm him. They wonder whether he is a spy to the gang action hence they offer him some slight threats.  They do not harm him but the most important thing is that they keep a eye on him to offer a good observation to preserve their future. 
From the beginning, JT feels his world very different from that of Sudhir.  Though JT is familiar with the African American, he does not identify himself with it as he observes the manner in which Sudhir uses it.  JT also comes to realization that African American is a term used by the scientists and politicians on a paper to show the world of social divisions.  In order to differ from this world of dissertation, JT needs much intelligence because such action is hard to go through. Sudhir has been lucky in his journeys with his questionnaires that he has not met anyone against the research. JT has been a helping factor and very interested in the work sudhir does.  JT also renders his help to Sudhir in getting more knowledge about the area.  The two trusted each other and decided to work together and accomplish the research.  Sudhir offers good listening to his friend, JT and takes notes of what he hears. 
Themes 

Hustling

This is the greatest factor for the survival in the gang leader for a day. The term hustling, has various meanings and contexts. The first meaning is that whatever one does to survive in the projects.  Such activities may include criminal activities such as theft or prostitution.  The sudhir’s idea of hustling changes all over the book, because he realizes it is a phenomenon that he too has been using to conduct the research.  
Characters involved in hustling include JT, Ms. Bailey, C-Note and Clarisse. Each of these characters experienced hustling in different degrees. For instance, JT runs the local chapter of the black kings while he hustles through selling cocaine and rackets which supports in enriching him.  Sudhir is also a victim of hustling for he tries to fit among the hustlers in order to enable him study the economy and the peoples’ lives.  For instance, he shares his information with JT and Ms. Bailey and he later realizes that the two use the information to get more money protection from the residents.  In that essence, Sudhir’s hustling does not go hand in hand with the interests of the community.
Crime and the police

 In the early stages of Sudhir’s research, he is able to notice that the relationship between the illegal acts and the police is much far from what he knew as a citizen in California.  In the Robert Taylor homes the police do not uphold the law instead; they take advantage of the people in need instead of taking care of them.  The police are also categorized as gangs and also as the members of the corrupt management of the homes.  Some services in the community such as safety is not guaranteed instead as long as the police are safe they do not care what takes place in the community.  In that essence, Sudhir’s research concludes that there is no and boundary between the police and the gang instead   it is a set changing propositions the people lived in the community. 
Poverty
 Poverty is the dominion of the Robert Taylor homes where people are experiencing difficulties in their living. They are always in need of the basic things such food, water, and cloths.  In that essence, Sudhir tries to wonder how he would be of help to the community.   
Chapter 7:  Black and Blue
Surdhir has become familiar to the Robert Taylor homes and an outdoor party is held where a drama disrupts the party.  Sudhir finds this to be the best moment and opportunity to tell how violence is likely to take place.  Sudhir is well prepared for any violence that may break out and is ready to lend his hand in that.  Such character shown by Sudhirs makes JT nervous and due to such courage, JT has always been respectful.   According to JT and Ms Bailey, Sudhir is a brave person to be working with the projects.   He is also humbled enough to admit that he is a teacher in the university of Chicago where he finds it difficult to interact with the students than he does with the gang and the poor residents. 
The BKs, the Chicago police and officer Reggie have a good relationship and this leads to Sudhir trusting Officer Reggie.  The police do not mind the rest of the community instead; their interests are ranked the first to be protected.  In that case, there is a possibility the police would intimidate a researcher such as Sudhir who is devoted to help such people out of poverty. In that case, JT is ready to abandon sudhir   in his research which is the most crucial moment for Sudhir to finish the research.  

Themes

Objective and empathy

Sudhir is in a difficulty to balance scientific life account and empathetic view of the world.  In order to accomplish this, Sudhir decides to divide himself in his academic discipline.  On one hand, he acknowledges himself as a science that is in need to know more about people.  On the other hand, he had to drive the research onward. 
Teaching and learning

 Though Sudhir is a teacher, he is very far from the only teacher in his account. And apart from the people he teaches, there are more learners.  While he firstly interacted with the Robert Taylor homes, there are various things he did not understand which include:  young men sleeping with older women for food and shelter, the CHA employees would not help the poor not unless compensated, and the police would not bother to patrol the area.  Sudhir is also a learner where he learns about the Robert Taylor homes and the black king hence becoming part of the people.  As a teacher, Surdhir teaches the residents in this area about much concerning their environment.  Both Sudhir and JT builds a friendship from which each of them benefits from and also fills the role at different occasions.  The reader of the book is a also a learner where the life of Sudhir is enough for the learner to understand the kind of life lived by a student in the university. From the research, Sudhir is also a good learner from the residents and he learns more than they do.  JT and Ms. Bailey becomes teacher to Sudhir as the book goes on. They are open enough to Sudhir and teach him by explaining much about their lives and demonstrate to him the way they engage in helping the community.
